i yo                  A Short History of the Middle East
The advent to office of the second Labour government in 1929
brought the Egyptian Liberal Prime Minister Mohammed Mali-
mud to London to reopen negotiations, hoping for greater con-
sideration than Sarwat had received from the Conservatives.
While these were in progress, however, a general election in
Egypt produced once again a sweeping victory for the Wafd, and
Nahhas came to London in 1930 to take the place of Mohammed
Mahmud. The Sudan proved a stumbling-block, since Nahhas in-
sisted that, pending a final agreement, there should be no restriction
on Egyptian immigration into the Sudan, while the furthest con-
cession Britain would make was that 'the Governor-General
would not exercise unreasonably the right which any government
has to control immigration in the interests of its own nationals'.
The Wafdist press had created the impression in Egypt that the
Labour government was prepared to concede anything, and
Nahhas thus had to justify himself in the eyes of the extremists by
obtaining terms conspicuously better than those offered to
Mohammed Mahmud. When a report did reach Cairo that
Nahhas might be disposed to compromise, he was violently
attacked as a traitor.
Meanwhile, mindful of his humiliating dismissal from office by
the King in 1928, he had drafted two bills which would prevent the
King from ruling without parliament in future. The King refused
to give the royal assent to these, holding that, inasmuch as the
Wafd was the only party with a country-wide organization, the
diminution of the powers of the Crown would amount to the
creation of a permanent Wafd dictatorship. Nahhas resigned in
protest, and the King invited Isma'il Sidqi, now one of the
wealthiest men in Egypt and a bitter opponent of the Wafd,
to form a government. Thus driven into opposition, Nahhas
begaa a campaign for non-co-operation with the govern-
ment and refusal to pay taxes. There were serious disorders
all over the country, and Sidqi dissolved parliament and pre-
pared to 'make' an election, returning to the pre-1924 system
of voting in. two stages as a check on demagogy and provid-
ing for the nomination by the King of three-fifths of the Senate.
He banned Wafdist newspapers and prohibited the holding
of the annual Wafdist congress. This was too much for the Liberal-
Constitutionals, to which party Sidqi himself belonged, and they
joined the Wafd in boycotting the elections. Nothing daunted,